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minority of people lacking neither intelligence nor civic
responsibility. Among its multitudinous works the New Deal
built much of its program into the structure of society and
government. Even the Republicans in 1936 and 1940 prom-
ised somewhat vaguely to do many of the same things—only
better and more cheaply* Other segments of the New Deal
mosaic were tried, legally nullified, willingly scrapped or
drastically modified. At some points of stress the onset of a
new age of "normalcy" doubtless would cause further buck-
ling. But that American life would never be the same again,
both friends and foes agreed*
Toward the end of the thirties reform legislation slowed
almost to a stop, holding its gains but attempting little more.
Republican and Southern conservative advances in the 1938
election apparently marked a turning of the tide, for there-
after New Deal enthusiasms and innovations seemed to in-
terest the public less and less. With increasing distance from
the great national debacle of 1929 and a considerable measure
of recovery plus new preoccupations, reform in this genera-
tion had reached its fulfillment* As if calling for the con-
fluence of the two streams which had parted in 1935, the
president told Congress on January 4, 1939, "Our full
energies may now be released to invigorate the processes of
recovery in order to preserve our reforms/' Seeing things now
"that we could not see along the way/' he observed that the
reforms of the New Deal had been in the broadest sense a
defense measure, not only salvation from internal economic
disintegration but also the building of sounder bulwarks
against foreign enmity. Undoubtedly Roosevelt also per-
ceived the need for closer unity within his party and the
country under the threat of impending world conflict. He
required the Southern conservative vote and interventionist
Republican support for rearmament at a time when certain
congressmen who had supported his domestic program were
forsaking him to sulk in the isolationist tent. This annual
message closed with the solemn reminder that "dangers with-

